
Meet the National Willows Taskforce… 
 
 
The National Willows Taskforce was established in August 
2005 in order to facilitate progress towards the National 
Willows Strategic Plan (NWS).  
 

 
The role of the National Willows Taskforce is to: 
• Coordinate the implementation of the NWS and monitor progress. 
• Coordinate specific planning activities necessary to achieve progress on the goals 

and actions identified in the NWS. 
• Provide guidance, direction, policy advice and funding priorities for the 

management of willows through implementation of the NWS. 
• Identify new issues and priorities for the management of willows and provide 

information on new strategic directions. 
• Identify and set priorities for funding and identify funding sources consistent 

with the goals outlined in the National Strategy.  
• Participate in an annual review of the National Strategy and identify opportunities 

for improvement. 
• Report annually on progress against the NWS to the Australian Weeds Committee 

and all key stakeholders.  
• Establish linkages between all levels of government, regional bodies and other 

stakeholders. 
• Encourage national action and raise the profile of willows across Australia.  
• Set a benchmark by which success may be measured for identified indicators 

such as legislation status, mapping, control activity and community awareness. 
 
 
CURRENT MEMBERS of the National Willows Taskforce… 
 
Community Chair 
Drew English 
Regional Manager  
Conservation Volunteers Australia ACT and south-east NSW branch 
 
Australian Capital Territory Government 
Stefanie Straub  
Manager, Environmental Management 
Parks and Places 
 
New South Wales State Government 
Sydney Lisle  
State Weed Control Coordinator 
Department of Primary Industries New South 
Wales 
 
South Australian Government 
Shauna Potter 
South Australian WoNS & National Asparagus 
Weed Management Coordinator 
Department of Water, Land and Biodiversity Conservation 
 
Tasmanian State Government 
Kiowa Fenner 
Regional Weed Management Officer 
Department of Primary Industries Water and Environment 



Victorian State Government 
Ruth Myers 
Invasive Plants Policy Officer 
Department of Primary Industries 
 
Queensland State Government 
Position to be filled 
Department of Primary Industries and Fisheries 
 
Catchment Management Authorities (NRM regions) 
Malcolm Gibson  
Operations Manager 
West Gippsland Catchment Management Authority 
 
Research  
Eligio Bruzzese  
(retired Research Director Department of Primary Industries Victoria) 
 
Community representative 
Jeff Cottrell 
Willow Warriors, NSW 
 
National Willows Taskforce Executive 
Officer 
Kelly Snell 
National Willows Coordinator 
Department of Primary Industries Victoria 
 
National Weeds Management Facilitator 
John Thorp 
Private consultant  
John Thorp Australia 
 
 
CORRESPONDING MEMBERS of the National Willows Taskforce… 
 
Western Australian State Government 
Greg Keighery 
Principal Research Scientist, Biodiversity Conservation 
Department of Environment and Conservation 
 
New South Wales Regional Weeds Advisory Groups  
Paula Bosse (currently on leave) 
Riverina Noxious Weeds Project Officer 
Eastern and Western Riverina Noxious Weeds Advisory Groups (ERNWAG & WRNWAG) 
 
Nursery and Garden Industry 
Robert Chin 
Nursery Industry Development 
Nursery and Garden Industry Victoria 
 
Rebecca Dawson 
Environmental Policy Manager 
Nursery and Garden Industry of Australia 
 
 

Cartoons: National Willows Program, DPI Victoria (by Paul Lennon) 


